the Society, based in Vilnius at Zawalna Street 1, in the building owned by the Vilnius Synod of the 3 was the first Polish institution that aimed to explore the history of the Reformation in Polish lands. In offering his justification for the establishment of the Society, Priest Kurnatowski said: "Enough of this deadness [--] we should stir to life both for ourselves and for others". 4 Elsewhere it was added: "It was the only Vilnius institution that held us the Poles together despite all the divisions that exist between us today".
5
At first, the German authorities saw no formal obstacles for the functioning of the Society. Only later did they begin to restrict its operation, ultimately revoking the permit it had initially been given. 6 The repressive measures were probably a response to the growing interest which the Society was beginning to attract among the members of the Evangelical-Reformed Church 7 and other religious groups. 8 As a result, the organization went underground and the clandestine activities in which it became involved lasted, in all probability, until the end of 1918. 9 The Society's first meeting, attended by 26 people, took place one month after its establishment (on 22 August 1916 17 The main (and apolitical) goals to be pursued by the organization involved studying the history of the Reformation, publishing the results of research work, collecting and preserving the "monuments of the Reformation", organizing lectures, conferences and knowledge contests regarding the Reformation, awarding "school pupils" with prizes and scholarships, "granting allowances to the widows and orphans of the Society's deceased members", creating and funding scholarly institutions.
18
The commemoration of particular events was given special attention, and so were the ideals of justice and toleration. 19 The statute stressed the significance of the Reformation in Polish lands, including the role it played in shaping cultural heritage.
The Reformation contributed to the rise of the Vilnius Jesuit Academy. Established with a view to fighting Protestantism, it flourished as long as the Reformation gave it an incentive to maintain high standards and the ability to compete with the intellectual movement created by the Reformation. The new religious movement led to the appearance, both in bigger cities and in remotely located villages, of a great number of publishing houses that generated free word, most often for the first time in Polish, introducing mother tongue into the literature that had thus far relied on Latin. [--] Not the religious union but the Reformation and the intellectual movement to which it gave rise turned out to be the factor that contributed to the dissemination of Polish language and, consequently, to the expansion of Polish culture across the eastern parts of the Commonwealth.
20
Society members aimed to achieve the goals mentioned above by organizing meetings, lectures, balls and other social events, by publishing newspapers and books on the Reformation, by maintaining 16 J. Szturc, Stowarzyszenia społecznokulturalne w polskim ewangelizmie (Warszawa, 2006) a library and a reading room, by creating a fund from which to finance the distribution of allowances and scholarships and by purchasing real estates. 21 The resources used for the pursuit of the statutory goals involved the membership fees, the donations, the revenues (both the "ordinary" ones and those drawn from the publishing activity and from the organization of social events) and the "movable and immovable property". The "interest on capital" 22 was also used to finance the execution of the tasks in question.
23
Based in Vilnius, the Society was allowed to operate across the Vilnius region and, from 1926 on, across the Vilnius district. It was also given the right to create its branches. The Society's regular membership was granted to those who were Polish citizens, submitted written applications and were admitted into the ranks of the organization by the board's unanimous resolution. Honorary membership was granted to Polish citizens provided they were accepted by a majority of "twothirds of the votes of the Society's General Assembly". 24 Members of the Society could leave the organization of their own volition (the relevant request was submitted to the Board) or could be removed for failing to pay their membership fees (for at least three years).
25
The General Assembly and the Board made up the governing bodies of the Jan Laski Society of Lovers of the History of Polish Reformation in Vilnius. These two bodies ran the institution. The General Assembly selected the Board and the Audit Committee, approved the reports prepared during its sessions and the annual report prepared by the Board and considered proposals brought forward by the Board, the Audit Committee and individual members. It also introduced changes to the statute, approved new regulations and took decisions regarding property matters (including donations, inheritance issues and budgetary ones), the removal of particular members from its ranks and the delegalization of the Society. 26 also monthly sessions held on the first Sunday of every month and extraordinary ones held in "emergency" situations. Motions to call monthly and extraordinary meetings were put forward by the Board, by the audit committee or "by at least ten regular members". Information about meetings was published "in one of the Vilnius newspapers", while regular members were individually informed of their holding one week beforehand. One-tenth of the total number of the Society's members, excluding the members of the Board, 27 formed a quorum required to pass valid resolutions (annual and extraordinary meetings). The introduction of changes to the statute and the dissolution of the Society required the presence of at least one-third of all the members.
28 New rules were passed by an ordinary majority.
29
Consisting of five regular members and three substitutes, the Board, elected by the General Assembly for a term of three years, represented the Society outside and dealt with its current matters. Responsible for calling General Assemblies and enforcing its resolutions, it also prepared the Society's budget, including the budget draft, and managed the Society's accounts. 30 Made up of people designated by the General Assembly, the Audit Committee was established with a view to "checking the accounts". It contained three regular members and one substitute. Those who made up the Audit Committee weren't allowed to sit on the Board. They met at least once a year with the goal of examining the documents.
31
In the inter-war period the Society published a variety of works on the history of the Reformation in the lands of the Polish-Lithua- z lat 1628-1665 33 was announced. The announcement was followed by the establishment of a special Editorial Board. Entrusted with the task of preparing the publication, the Board included Wacław Gizbert Studnicki, Walerian Kwiatkowski and Włodzimierz Sakowicz. 34 Members of the Society also took part in various social and cultural events. Commemorative events and different meetings, including academic ones, were held.
35 There were also "discussion evenings". Organized once a fortnight, they were devoted to various religious and historical issues. 36 In addition, the Society provided a financial support to Vilnius nursery schools.
37
Based in Vilnius at Zawalna Street 11/4, 38 a monthly Szlakiem Reformacji was, from January 1936 to August 1939, the Society's press organ.
39 Priest Michał Jastrzebski, a general superintendent of the Vilnius Evangelical Reformed Church 40 served (until 1938) as its editor, a priest Aleksander Piasecki was appointed its editor "responsible", and Bronisław Iżycki Herman, President of the Vilnius Consistory of the Evangelical Reformed Church 41 became its first publisher, (later the role of the publisher was assumed by the Vilnius Synod of the Evangelical Reformed Church). In a foreword addressed to the readers, it was stated that the paper was designed to revive evangelical faith and to serve as a "symbol of our life in a free and reborn motherland". 42 Towards the end of its existence Wacław Gizbert Studnicki was again placed in charge of the Society, having been re-elected its president on 27 March 1938. 43 
